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 9,5 9 .

1 . , , , ,

.

, , , , .

, , ,  10–12 

. .

.

,  30 

: 7 , 20  6 

. . ,

, ,

. , ,

.

 2 . . .

 —  « »

( , 1968, . 153). . .

,  «

»,

 2,  2 ( , 1957). , . . ,

 46 . , . .

 —  25 . . , , , .

. ,  17  5 .

, , . . ,

 ( , 1974). 

. .  1947 . . .  1964 .,

 ( , 1957, 1968, ,

1966). , ,  ( . . ), ,

- .

, . .  I, .

 3,4 ,

—  5 . . . , .

 1964 . ,  7 ; 11 ;

2 ; 16  ( , ), 3 

; 6 ; 25 ; 2  (

), 6 ,

.  3, ,

 ( , 1966, . 1), . ,

,  81 .

.

, , ,

, , , ,

. . . ,

.

, . .  1981 – 1985, 1987 . .,

 5  ( , 1995, , , 1997; . 8). 

 0,5 – 0,6 .

, ,  « ,

», . -  (Leroi-Gourhan, 1984, . 13).  
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 1 , ,

, , , ;

.  32 ,

, , .

. , ,

, . ,

.

c. 8. .  3. 

 21. ,

8 , .

 1, 

. , ,

,

. ,

 — .

.  35: 18 , 17 ,

.  20 ,

— 13.  19 .

.

.

, , ,

. , ;

.

 19 .

 10 , 3 , 6 . 6 

.  11 ,

, 14  ( ), 5  ( ,

, ), 1 , 4  (

, ). .

 6  (  3  1 ), 1 
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 (

). , ,

. ,  150 ,

.

, , ,

 0,5 – 0,6  0,6 .

, ,

. ,

, , ,

. , ,

- ,  « » .

, , , .

, ,

.

c. 9. .  4. 

,  1983 – 1985, 1987 – 1989 . .,  1 – 

2  ( , 1995; . 9). 

, , — 

. , ,

.

; ,  5 .

, ,

, . ,   —  

. , , ,
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.  « »  2  0,7 . .

, .

, ,  4 ,

, .

 19 ,  4 ,

.

.  7 , 3 — , 1 

— ,  4 .  4, ,

- , .  22  (9  13 ). 

, .

, 2 ,  8   —  , ,   7 

,  — .

, 8 .

 5 ,  8, 6, 

4, 7  7 . , , ,

. . , « ».  90 (16 

, 22 , 20 , 18 , 2 ,

12 ). ,

, .

, .

,  152 

.

. ,

, , , ,

. ,

.

.

, ,

,

. ,

, .

, -

.

, ,

, , ,

,

,

.

. , .

,  ( ?) 

,

.

 « - » -

. . , ,

.

, , -

 16 – 13 . .

 — 

( )  ( )  420 .

, -

.   

 2 (  1 )

 2,  320 ?

,

.

- ,

. , ,  4, 

, , ,
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 ( , 1995; . 10).  6 

, , . ,

 1,1  0,6 , ,

( ,

) .

c. 10. . .

, ,  2,5  1,1 .

, ,  0,4 

,

. , ,

, , , , ,

, ,

. ,

. , .

. . ,

, , .

, , ,

?

,

, .

 6  4  3 – 4 

- .  0,95  1 ,

0,34 – 0,28 – 0,38  ( , 1990; . 11). .

.  0,5 

 5 ,  — .

, , ,

 ( , , ,

). -   —  

. .

 8  1 

,  ( , 2001). 
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 1,4 – 1,5  1 – 1,35 ,  0,2 – 0,25 .  0,4 – 0,45 

,  0,5 – 0,6 . .

, - , ,

.

- . .

, .

, .

c. 11. . , .

, , ,

, ,  ( , 1995, 1997). 

 0,2 .  2 . .

, , , ;

.  170 

250 , ,   —   6000 – 8000 ,

.

.

500 . ,

, .

,

.
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 ( , , 1997). ,

, , ,

,  « »,

.

,

 ( . 4) . ,

, , , , . . .

. , , .

. , .

,

, - .

2000 2001 2002 2003 

1  130 375 114 153 

2  4 24 4 6 

3 ,  370 1471 941 970 

4  126 582 107 165 

5  29 66 38 24 

6 15 7 8 5 

7  468 1357 1012 604 

8  3343 16382 7291 8733 

9  20 63 40 25 

10  1    

11  1    

12    1 1 

 4508 20327 9556 10686 

. 4.  (  2000 – 2003 . .). 

, .

-, – .

 — , , ,

. , .

,  5 – 7 , .

, , , .

 ( . 5) ,

. , , , ,

. ,

.

, , .

, . ,
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, .

2000 2001 2002 2003 

1  54     191 34 85 

2  30 36 24 18 

3 -    4 10   1   1 

4  32     128 42 32 

5     1   1   3 

6    1   1    2 

7     5   2   2   2 

8     3   6    8 

9       1   2 

10      3  

11    1    

12      5  

      130     375     114     153 

. 5.  (  2000 – 2003 . .). 

, ,

, .

,

,  II .

-

 ( . 6). ,

, ,  ( , , 1993). 

. , , .

;

. .

,

.

.

  — ,

, , .

.

: , , .

.   —  -

, , « », .

. .

. , .

,

. .

, , , .
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.

, , , , ,

.

2000 2001 2002 2003 

1         2        9       8      5 

2         1        6       3 

3       18      95     25    25 

4         2      10       7 

5         2        3      3  

6          3        6      2  

7 « »        1  

8         3        1 

9         5        2      2      1 

10         2        5      6      1 

11 -     156    390  194  278 

12 -    237    202  110    70 

13         1        9    10      1 

14          1   

15      10      11      3      6 

16       1  

17        2       4     5      9 

18        6       2     1  

19  ( ) 2095 3429 323 1261 

20    105     25   40     53 

 2650 4209 734 1721 

.  6.  (  2000 – 2003 . .). 
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, ,

.

, , -

,  ( ,

), ,

, . .

 ( , 1965). 

. ,

, , - ,

. , ,

 II ,

.

. 7. .

14

1.  - 696 ,  12300 ± 200 

2.  - 5518  12850 ± 200 

3.  - 3401  12980 ± 320 

4.  - 5519  13200 ± 200 

5.  - 695  13300 ± 200 

6.  - 3303  13380 ± 160 

7.  - 153  13650 ± 200 

8.  - 103  13830 ± 850 

9.  ISGS - 2085  13980 ± 110 

10.  - 1266  13980 ± 180 

11.  - 1270  14010 ± 230 

12.  ISGS - 2084  14300 ± 110 

13.  - 4801  14470 ± 160 

14.  Beta - 199779  14480 ±   80 

15.  - 5588  14500 ± 200 

16.  - 5661  14610 ±   60 

17.  - 4802  14650 ± 105 

18.  - 3835  14870 ± 150 

19.  - 3302  14980 ± 110 

20.  - 127  15660 ± 180 

21.  - 3301  15790 ± 320 
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,

 (Abramova, Grigorieva, 2000, Abramova et al., 2001; . 7). 

, ,

,

.

 1923 . . . -

 ( , 1923). . .

: 1) ;

2) ; 3) . . . . .

.

, . .

 ( , 1961).  

, , ,

, ;

, , , ,

. ,

, , ,

" " (Allain et al., 1985). 

, . ,

,

.

,

- ,

,  14  13 . .

,

, - , , , ,

. .

, , ,

. , ,   —  

,

.

,  ( ,

) . ,

,

 (

). , .

, , .

, , ,

. ,

,

. , ,

. , . ,

- ,

. ,

. ,

, . ,

 II,  80 .

, , .

, ,

, .

,

.
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 3. —

, .

: ,

, , , . -

-  ( , 1996, 2003). 

. 12. – : 1 – ; 2 –  III; 3 – 

 3; 4 – ; 5 – - ; 6 – ; 7 – ; –

; –  III/1, 
III/2 .

-   —  - .

XIX .,  III -

, .  XX . ,

, , .

.

, - ,

 (Roberts, Barton, 2000),  (Taute, 1968)  (S hild, 1975, S hild et al., 1999),  



43

 ( , 1971),  ( , 1994, i ., 1996),  ( , 1989, 

1998), ,  ( , 1996). 

, , ,

,

 III, . . .  (1989, .

164) ,

.  ( , 2002,  2004, . 16), 

, -

- .

,

- ,

. ,

. ,

,  III 

, -

.  (  III/1  III/2) ,

-  III. 

, ,

 ( , 1995). 

,

,

 ( ., 2005). 

.

 III 

,

.

( . 12). ,  50 

 (  III/1)  (  III/2).  353 . : 166 

.  I   187 . .  II.  

. 13.  III/2. . -8. 
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,

, ,

1 (  III/1),  III  — 

 2 (  III/2).  

 III/1 . .  ( ., 1997) 

 ( , ,

)  ( ;

. 8, . 13).  

-

VIII Sa 2 ,  0,5 ,

VII Sa 1 

VI

, -

,

 0.15 ,

.

,  0,6 

( ), 

.

V

ATL

 - 

- ,  0,07-0,08 .

.

.

IV -   (

)  0,1 . .

III 

B

 0,4 . ,

. ,

.

II AL , .

, ,

.

.

1 , -

,  8-10° .

 0,3 .

.

. 8.  III/1.  1995 . . -8 ( .

. . . ; ., 1997). 

-

,  8 – 10° ,  0,3  (  I). 

.

,

, ,  —  

 (  II). 

.  I 

,   —  .

,

,

 ( . 12). .

, ,

, .

, .

 II.  
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, ,

 0,4  (  III). , .

,

. , ,

.

, ,  (   II). 

, ,

,  12 . .

, ;

( ., 2005).  

. 14.  III/2.  II.  – . -

11-15; B – . -7.  

,  2 (  III/2), 

.  ( ; . 14): 

1. , ,

. .

2. , , ,  1. 

 3, 

.  3. 
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3. ,   —  

.

4. - , ,

. , .

.

5. .

; - .

  —  .

. .

6. .

,  I (  III/1), 

.  6 2,5 

, - -  ( . 15). 

.  II, 

 30 – 40 .  (  15 ), 

.  (  40 50

),   (5 – 10 ). 

  (130 100 ),  5 – 20 .

. ,  20  45 . ,

, . ,

.

. 15.  III/1. .
: 1 – ; 2 – ; 3 – ;

4 – .

, ,

, ,  ( , 1996). 

, .

,  «

»  —  .  3 . ,
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 2633 ,  26 , 8 , 13 

, 84 , 13 , 53 

, 49 , 53 , 177 , 119 .

 68%  31 , 127 

, 405 , 1243  , 215 

. , , 4  (2  2 ), 4 

. , ,

.

 II 

, . , .  – 7-8, 

 (  130 140 ,  95 ) ,

. -

( . 16).  ( , ,  1999, . 133), 

 III.  

. 16.  III/2.  –  ( ); B – 
; C – ; D – 

; E – .

,

. , ,

,
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-  ( ,

).  - , .

 III/1  163  ( , ,

).  III/2 (78 .) ,

, .   —  

,

, .  (17 .

)

, , .

 (84 .  III/1   35 . —  III/2).  

.  (34 .  III/1  18 —  III/2) 

, .

 (31 .  III/1   7 . — 

 III/2), .

 (6 .

III/1  2 . —   III/2), 

, .

.

 III/2, 

. , ,  9  — , ,

. , .  2 

, 3 .

.

,  II ,

 ( , , 1996).   

. 17. . .

, ,

. ,

 50 . . , ,

.

, ,

. . -

,

, .
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. - ,

, ,

. ,

,

, , , . e  (Anders n,

1988), .

.  400  III, 

 ( . 12).  1990 .

;

 1996 ., .  1 ( . -1-3) 

,  10 

 2 ( . -X)   ( . 17). 

,

-

 12   .

 11   - ,

.

 10   , ,

 9   .

 8    – 

,

 7   -

.

 6   - ,

.

 5 10 B ,

0,45 

0,52 

4 9 

8

PB (?) , ,

- , ,

 - 

0,8 

3

7

6

5

AL  

,  1 

100 

2

4

, ,

.

,

150 

 1 3 

2

1

DR-II 

BL

- , ,

 (  0.5 )

. 9. C . -1-3 ( . .
). 
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 75 . ,  31 .

 1996 – 1997 . .  2005 . ( -

 10 . ).

 1 . 9 . 18. ,

, ,  II 

.  2 ( . 10) ,

 ( ., 2005). 

. 18. . . -1-3. 

. , ,

, .  ( , ,

), .

.

, ,

. , .

- .

, , ,

, .  ( . 11) 

- . ,

.   —  ,

, , , , , .

-

.

. . ,

, 16 – 15 . .

,  ( .,

).  ( , 2002), 

, . ,

 ( , , )

. ,

.
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,

-

 12   .

 11   - ,

.

 10   , ,

 9   .

 8    – 

,

 7   -

.

 6   - ,

.

 5 10 B ,

0,45 

0,52 

4 9 

8

PB (?) , ,

- , ,

 - 

0,8 

3

7

6

5

AL  

,  1 

100 

2

4

, ,

.

,

150 

 1 3 

2

1

DR-II 

BL

- , ,

 (  0.5 )

. 10.  2 . -X ( . .

. . ). 

,

.

,

. ,

 II, 

.

,

, , .

,

. ,

II ,
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, ,

 ( , 1996).  , . .

 15 – 13 . ,

.  10 . ,

. ,

.

.

 1/1 

 1 

 1 

 8 

 1 

 17/6 

 14/4 

 2 

 2 

 5/1 

 6 

/  4/30 

 5/1 

 6/1 

  10 

 4 

 4 

 15 

 20 

 1 

 11 

 2 

 13 

 4 

 2/1 

 6 

  5386 

/  4436/250 

  59/2 

 7/2 

 17 

 14 

  650 

 1/13 

 13 

 9 

 97 

 120 

 65/6 

  12/11 

 650 

. 11.  (  1996  1997 . .).  

, .

 III ,

, , .

  —   III/1,  III/2, ,  2,  3, 

-  1. ,  3 ,

. .
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,

III,  III/2 ( ,

), -  1  3.  , . .

. .  ( , , 2002), 

. ,

, ,

.  3 ,

, , ,

, -

.

. 19. .

 (

)

. ,

.  ( .

19)  8  ( , , 2002), 

:

1.

;

2. ,

,

,  (Roberts, Barton, 2000); 

3. 

 (Taute, 1968), , ,

;

4.  ( ,  III,  5 )

, ;

5-6. . .  (1971)  «

» .

.

7. ,

,  ( , 1998); 

8. 

; : .   
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,

.

, ,

.

, ,

  —   (Petersen, Johansen, 1996), 

(Larsson, 1996),  ( , 1997),  (Sulgostowska, 1999),  ( , 1989). 

 ( , 1994, Zhilin, 1996). 

,

- .

.

, , , ,

, , .   
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 4. :

,

. .

 (1974, 1982). ,

 15  13 . .

 ( - ),  13,8  13,2 . ,

 —  (13 – 12 . )  (  11,5 . )

, .

 —  ( ).  10200+100 

.

,

,

. .

,

 ( ). 

 14 . , , .

.

.

, , ,  13 

. . .

 ( , . . )

.

,  — 

.

.  (7 – 9 )

 (5 – 7 ) .

.

,

.

,

.

 ( , 1993). 

.

, ,

.

,

, .

- , .  (

)

, ,

. ,

.

, ,

.

, .

, .

,

.

 ( , , )

.

,

, .  — ,

.

, , ,

. , ,

, .
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, ,

, , . .

. .

. ,

.

( . 20). 

. , -

, ,

, ,

, .

, ,

, , .

.

. 20.

.

-  ( . 21). 

  II ( . 22), 

 11 – 12  ( , , 1985).  

. 21.

.

1 –  II; 2 –   II; 3 –  - ; 4 –  V; 5 – .
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. 22.  II ( . . ). 
A – ; B –  ; C – .

:

1.                                                           0,74 

2.  —                                    0,65 

3.  0,65 

4.  0,3 

5. - .

 — « ».  — 

 (1 )

0,55 

6. ,

 2 

0,08 

7. - , .

 3 

0,49 

8. -  0,8 

9.  1,07 

10.  1,05 

 2  3  14,5 .

,  ( . 12). . .  (1979), 

 (  11 – 12 . ). ,

, , . ,

.
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.

 II 2-3 14500±50 . -122 , , 1985

  17800±100 -11463 , 2005 

  14800±150 -111 , 2005 

  14200±150 -78 , 2005 

  13600±230 -111 , 2005 

  14280±285 -4292 , 2005 

  12520±150 -4293 , 2005 

  11090±120 -4291 , 2005 

,  1 10800±40 . -2865 ., 2003

,  1 10690±65 . -2866 ., 2003

,  1 9890±40 . -2864 ., 2003

 12 13870±390 -3920 ., 2000

 11  13550±140 -3919 ., 2000

 11  12160±225 -3918 ., 2000

 11  10860±360 . -3514 ., 2000

 11  10870±150 . -3702 ., 2000

 11  10310±330 . -3402 ., 2000

1 11990±140 . -2551 

, ,

1997 

1 9335±2553 -2553 

, ,

1997 

 III 6 12850±205 . -2989 ., 1998

  10980±55 . -1125 

, ,

1997 

  10890±60 . -1126 

, ,

1997 

 II  5 14180±60* .  GrA-5554 

, ,

1997 

 II  5 12400±60* .  GrA-5555 

, ,

1997 

 II 5 15130±795 -3251 Vasil'ev et al., 2002 

 II 4 14070±110 . -3075 

, ,

2005 

 II 4 13930±80 . -7541 

, ,

2005 

 II 4 13650±70 . -7540 

, ,

2005 

 II  4 13390±260* .  GrN-22275 

, ,

2005 

 II 3  13990±110* .  GrN-22274 

, ,

2005 

 II 3  14330±95 . -3077 

, ,

2005 

 II 3  13350±60 . -7539 

, ,

2005 

 II 2 14200±60* .  GrA-5556 

, ,

2005 

 II 2 13310±140 . -7542 

, ,

2005 

 12  19000±60* .  Beta-58391 Vasil’ev et al., 2002 

. 12. .
- .
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.

 12  13100±410 . -6965 

., 

1992

 9 14170±80 . -6967 

., 

1992

 8 12750±140 . -1078 

., 

1992

 7 14750±250 . -6092 

., 

1992

 6 13850±485 . -3463 Vasil'ev et al., 2002 

 6 13580±350 . -1079 

., 

1992

 8 13540±500 . -3315 Vasil'ev et al., 2002 

 7 12930±60 -3009 Vasil'ev et al., 2002 

 I 4 14700±270 -4962 

, ,

1995 

 I 4 14680±400 -4910 

, ,

1995 

 I 4 14200±70 -8077 

, ,

1997 

 I 4 13840±90 -8075 

, ,

1997 

 I 3  14480±400 -3777 

, ,

1995 

,  1  13665±90 -3333 Vasil'ev et al., 2002 

,  2  12050±325 . -3307 Vasil'ev et al., 2002 

,  2  12040±160 . -3308 Vasil'ev et al., 2002 

,  2  12085±105 . -3309 Vasil'ev et al., 2002 

,  2  11430±115 -3310 Vasil'ev et al., 2002 

,  2  10080±60  -2981 ., 2000 

 21 10395±85  -3256 ., 2000 

 21 10380±85 -3255 ., 2000 

 20 10460±95 -3254 ., 2000 

 19 11250±335 -3253 ., 2000 

 18 12040±150 -3252 ., 2000 

 16-17 10845±310 . -2948 ., 2000 

 12160±175  -4954 ., 2004 

  11980±150  -4953 ., 2004 

 XIII 1 15030±620 -4896 

, ,

1997 

 XIII 1 13630±200 -4805 

, ,

1997 

 IVA 3-5 14320±330 . -469 , 1979

 I  13220±150 -4806 

, ,

1997 

 I 1 12880±130 -4980 

, ,

1997 

 I 1 12180±120 . -771 , 1979

 II 2 13550±320 -4801 

, ,

1997 

 III  12690±140 . -629 , 1979

. 12. .

-  ( ). 
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.

 I 3 15900±250 . -104 , 1979

 I 3 14450±150 . -628 , 1979

 I 3 13300±50 . -91 , 1979

 I 3 13000±50 -102 , 1979

 I 2 15200±200 . -105 , 1979

 I 2 13100±500 -103 , 1979

 I 2 12940±270 . -526 , 1979

 VI  13570±140 -5045 , 2000 

 VI  11600±500 . -403 , 1979

 VII  15950±120 -4802 , 2000 

 VII  15000±300 . -402 , 1979

 VII  14220±170 -4803 , 2000 

 4 13690±390 -4251 , 1996 

 4 12910±100 -2133 , 1996 

 3 14070±150 -2149 , 1996 

 3 13900±150 -2149 , 1996 

 3 12330±150 -2149 , 1996 

 3 12120±650 -4252 , 1996 

 2-2 10800±200 . -2378 , 1996 

 2-1 12280±150 -2300 , 1996 

 2-1 12120±120 -2300 , 1996 

 1 15500±150 -2299 , 1996 

-3 19300±350* -38055 ., 2005 

1- 3 11700±100 -3019 , 1996 

1 12110±220 -4255 , 1996 

 II 7 14150±140* -38050 ., 2005 

 II 6 14310±3600 . -3717 

, ,

1997 

 II 6 13900±150* AA-60038 ., 2005 

 II 5 12440±130* AA-60037 ., 2005 

 II 4 13480±140* -38049 ., 2005 

 II 4 11970±230 . -3609 

, ,

1997 

 II 4 10760±420 . -3713 

, ,

1997 

 II 3 12970±120* -38048 ., 2005 

 II 3 12880±60* -38047 ., 2005 

 II 2 13260±270* AA-60036 ., 2005 

 I 3 13650±180 . -1101d , 1986 

 I 3 13050±90 . -1101a , 1986 

 I 3 12900±150 -1101b , 1986 

 I 3 12980±140 -1101c , 1986 

 16 12090±120 -5822 , 2000 

 15 12000±150 -5821 , 2000 

 14 12250±150 -5820 , 2000 

 13 11890±60 -5819 , 2000 

 13 10850±300 -406 , 2000 

 12 11350±100 -5818 , 2000 

. 12. .

-  ( ). 



61

.

 IV 4 11560±455 -5759 ,2001 

-  14220±110 . -1372 ., 1990 

 7 11350±180 -784 

, ,

1997 

-  14 11930±230 -5329 

,

, 2005 

-  14 11840±75*  AA-36914 

,

, 2005 

-  14  11765±70*  AA-36951 

,

, 2005 

 3  12060±120 -5328 , 1991 

 4 12090±110*  AA-38038 Vasil'ev et al., 2002 

  12490±90*  -37473 , 2003 

  12140±90*  -37186 , 2003 

  12015±85*  -20930 , 2003 

 I 3  12570±180 .  Mo-441 ., 1990

 II 4 11950±50 . -481 ., 1990

 II 3 11860±200 . -480 ., 1990

 II 3 11400±500 . -480 ., 1990

 II 3 13900±200 . -5634 , 1998 
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SUMMARY 

The monograph deals with the comparative study of two important concentrations of the Late Upper 

Paleolithic sites located at the Russian Plain and in South Siberia and dated from ca. 14,000 – 13,000 to 10,500 – 

10,300 BP. The analysis is oriented toward the identification of the general patterns of the Final Pleistocene 

adaptations in Eurasia and local trends. 

The first part of the book deals with the data from the Russian Plain. The study reveals the division of 

Eastern Europe in the Final Pleistocene into three zones with different adaptation patterns and population 

movements. The first one embraced the periglacial areas located in the Central Russian Plain (the Dnepr, Desna, 

Oka, and Don River basins) nearby the glacial sheet. These areas saw the rapid destruction of the Upper 

Paleolithic economy during the deglaciation and the consequent population change. The Late Upper Paleolithic 

societies based on mammoth procurement persisted till ca. 13,000 BP. The mass extinction of the Pleistocene 

fauna coincided with significant environmental changes led to the depopulation. It seems that humans colonized 

again these vast territories during the Final Alleröd and Younger Dryas moving from the West. This process was 

connected with the spread of the groups of presumably reindeer hunters, belonging to the Tanged Point Cultures 

(Bromme and Swiderian).  

The second zone included the southern most part of the Russian Plain and the Pontic areas. Here the 

economy of the Upper Paleolithic type persisted till the beginning of the Holocene. Local cultures saw the 

appearance of the microlithic elements and other culture transformations in the Final Paleolithic.  

The third zone was the southwestern corner of the Russian Plain, the Dniester River Basin. In this area 

there were no significant environmental and subsistence changes in the Final Pleistocene, thus the slow gradual 

evolution of the Upper Paleolithic economy took place.  

Generally speaking, the most important culture change at the Russian Plain is connected with the 

climatic oscillations of the Final Weichselian (Valday, according to the local scale) instead of the 

Pleistocene/Holocene boundary. The Upper Paleolithic cultures disappeared during the deglaciation events while 

the Final Paleolithic has much more in common with the local Mesolithic. 

This overview is supplemented by the two case studies dealing with different patterns of human 

adaptations to the Late Glacial. The first is the “classical” long-term habitation site of mammoth hunters at 

Yudinovo, located at the Sudost River. The site has been dated between 14,000 and 13,000 BP. The 

palaeonvironmental data demonstrate the open forest-steppe with developed permafrost. The large-scale 

excavations revealed four huge structures made of mammoth bones, which are considered as remains of huts. 

Recent explorations of the site yielded the remains of open-air fireplaces, storage pits and lithic workshops. The 

site produced rich and diversified lithic inventories, tools and personal ornaments made of bone and mammoth 

tusk, etc. The site could be considered as belonging to the East Magdalenian.  

The second case study is devoted to the temporary seasonal hunter campsites located at the Volgo Lake 

shore. The assemblages from Podol III/1 and Podol III/2 are referred to Alleröd and early Younger Dryas and 

belonged to the Podolskaya culture, the local variant of Bromme. The first site yielded the remains of the oval-

shaped light aboveground dwelling structure. The multicomponent site of Baranova Gora, located nearby, 

produced the scarce artifacts in the deposits dated by Bölling (Post-Gravettian?), and the original lithic industry 

dated by the Middle Dryas. The last assemblage along with similar findspots indicated the ephemeral human 

presence in the region even during this cold time span.   

The Final Paleolithic of Siberia, which spans the period of the terminal phase of the Sartan Glacial, is 

represented by a large series of deeply stratified well-dated occurrences. 

The Final Pleistocene evidenced dense population at all main drainage areas in Southern Siberia. The 

majority of the sites are tightly clustered in some portions of river valleys, mostly around mouths of tributaries. It 

is worthwhile to mention the location of these clusters at contrast landscapes near the boundaries of different 

physiographic areas, which could be interpreted as a tendency toward the diversification of ecological niches 

exploited, thus minimizing a hazard during subsistence activities. The majority of living floors are embedded 

into alluvial stratified deposits of low riverside terraces, which indicate the location of habitations immediately 

near the water flows. Meanwhile some differences are to be mentioned. The Middle Yenisei sites seem to 

indicate alternate habitations on low and high levels of a river valley; thus we could speculate about seasonal 

migration cycles. The Krasnoyarsk area produced particular sites located at elevations above the cliffs. There are 

some indications of human occupation of caves at Altai and the Trans-Baikal. 

The Final Paleolithic saw the diversification of hunting activities in different areas of Siberia. While bison 

and mammoth were main objects for hunting in West Siberia, the Paleolithic inhabitants of Altai and Tom’ exploited 

mostly wild horse and bison and these sites lack traces of reindeer. At the contrary, the Final Paleolithic of Yenisei 

evidenced the specialized reindeer procurement along with intensive hunt on horse, bison and wild sheep. Several 

habitations of Listvenka, Biriusa I and Kokorevo III evidenced specialized hare procurement. Southwards, at the 

West Sayan, Paleolithic hunters procured mostly bison, red deer and ibex, at the Angara  —  horse, bison, and red 
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deer, later supplemented by roe deer, at the Trans-Baikal  —  reindeer, horse, wild sheep, bison and spiral horn 

antelope. The eastern Trans-Baikal witnessed woolly rhino hunt. This big game hunting was supplemented by 

carnivores’ procurement as fur source (Polar fox, red fox, and wolf) and hunting on birds, especially grouses. 

For hunting animals, slotted bone and antler spear points, which are so widely found, should have been very 

important weapons. At Kokorevo I, the importance of these weapons is evidenced by a piece of bison scapula pierced 

by point of a projectile weapon. Animal bodies should have been dismembered on site to bring in meaty parts so that 

usually long bones and vertebrae were found together at base-camp sites. 

Compared to hunting, evidence of gathering is too scanty, which could be partly explained by severe 

climate of Siberia. The evidence is limited to occasional pestles and a grinding stone slap found from Layer 2 of Ui 

II, which might imply the increased importance of gathering at the end of Paleolithic. 

Fish bones are rather rare in general among the Upper Paleolithic faunal assemblages because of bad 

preservation conditions. Nevertheless, fishing should have been important, and especially during the final phase of 

Upper Paleolithic it should have played a role as important as hunting as sites like Chernoozer’e II at Western 

Siberia, Ust'Belaya and Verkholenskaya Gora in the Angara basin, Makarovo I and II in the Upper Lena basin, 

Strizhova Gora in the Kan basin and Oshurkovo in the western Trans-Baikal are all with plenty of fish bones. Also, 

the oldest harpoons are known from these, and the fishhooks found at Strizhova Gora and Sosnovyi Bor are the 

oldest fishhooks so far known. 

The sites under study yielded a rich series of the habitat structures. Numerous hearths (some slab-lined) 

are to be mentioned. The majority of artifacts were clustered around the hearths. The main types of domestic 

units are round or oval structures with central hearths, 3 to 7 meters in diameter, with the edges marked by 

continuous or (more often) interrupted stone alignments. Occasionally structures without stone alignments could 

be identified; meanwhile their identification is problematic. It is worthwhile to mention a particular pattern of the 

Western Trans-Baikal sites. If at the Yenisei, Angara and Upper Lena valleys the domestic units could be 

discerned within cultural layers abound in debris, at the Chikoi River sites practically all the artifacts were 

discovered inside the dwellings and each structure yielded only few artifacts. Which factors could explain the 

difference — seasonality, more rapid degree of sedimentation of fluviatile deposits, particular features of 

subsistence and settlement systems, etc., is not yet known. The Trans-Baikal produced also elongated oval-

shaped structures (Ust’Menza III). 

Raw material procurement was similar in the areas under study. Mostly the nearest riverine cobble 

beaches were exploited as source of siliceous rocks generally of poor quality. In some cases a practice of 

collection, use and re-shaping of ancient weathered flakes and tools could be identified. The Final Paleolithic of 

Siberia has not yielded the clear evidence on long-distance raw material transport and networks of raw material 

exchange. 

Due to the mosaic-like complicated environments prevailed in South Siberia during the Final 

Pleistocene and lack of drastic environmental changes, the Final Paleolithic here continued into the early 

Holocene, and there seems to be no significant change in the composition of tool kits corresponding to the 

Pleistocene/Holocene boundary. 
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